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Dear Volunteer 

 

We are delighted that you are considering coming to spend time with us, getting to know our children and 

helping them in so many tangible and intangible ways.  Briefly, let us tell you about our set-up at the Centre 

and the various ‘Huise’ (houses):  

 

We run several programmes and try to avoid the term ‘project’, which feels so impersonal and sterile.  We 

work with real people, on a deep level of trust and our small input has very far-reaching effects.  Huis Luigi 

works with children, any children from the local community who come here to play, eat, be safe, do 

homework and be part of a caring ‘family’.  This is where you will mostly be occupied in the afternoons 

and currently we have between 100 and 130 kids every day of the week.   

 

Huis Nasaret is our residential home of orphans and vulnerable children.  

 

Huis Betanië is where we work with pre-school kids who have real problems i.t.o. malnutrition, FAS, etc.  

They are fed good meals, taught pre-school skills etc. and just play, - the most important work of children.   

 

Huis Philip is our youth project which encompasses a motor bike repair project, youth support and can 

sometimes just be an haven for the youth to hang out. 

 

 

About our children 

Our local community, where most of our kids live, is very broken and needs some telling about, to help you 

understand them better and where they’re at. 

 

Firstly, nothing is as it seems.  Take nothing for granted in terms of value systems, social and family 

structures, expectations and rights, and even the understanding and interpretation of what life and the 

world’s all about.  Do not assume you can appeal to mutual respect or accepted boundaries.  All we have 

in common is our precious, God-created humanity.  And that is the basis for all our work!  

Most of our kids live in permutations of ‘family’:  usually single parent, or grandparent run, foster homes 

or the likes.  Few know what ‘mother’ or ‘father’, ‘brother’ or ‘sister’ really mean, or what a normal family 

should look like, especially with involved fathers.  Babies seem to be pampered physically and toddlers 

indulged up to a point, but nurturing love is almost totally absent, and meaningful family interaction 

essential for human development is rare.  Our kids are exposed to adult abuse, which usually involves 

shrieking and screaming and disapproval from the time they can walk.  Their psychological milieu is one 

of fear, low self-esteem and insecurity and makes them grow a tough crust of self-protection.  This in turn 

makes them appear feelingless, uncaring or callous, while in fact they are very needy, usually demanding 

much physical contact with often inappropriate touching.  They can be physically tough and they handle 

physical pain well, as witnessed with minor and even major injuries.  We have found that once a little 

window into their hearts has been made, they become very fragile and their neediness is even more 

apparent and they can show almost obsessive possessiveness and jealousy.  They will sometimes lash out 

at you, hitting you or swearing a lot, sulk terribly or behave extra badly.  Only patient love, firmness and 

constancy works in this situation.  You will certainly be affected by them! 

 

The greatest gift we can give them is to love them unconditionally.  They need to experience their own 

lovability, their own God-given preciousness, their worth as an individual made and wanted by a loving 

God.  They need to come to understand that they have a real purpose and destiny.  We cannot solve all 

their problems but we CAN and MUST sow the seeds that can grow into such understanding and hope.  

And all this has to happen in a few short hours a day! 
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Work hours include: 

Monday – Friday from 09:00 – 17:00 although the children only arrive from 12:00 till 17:00 

 

Daily we: 

• Clean/sort our homes and prepare programmes in readiness for the children 

• Care for children and young people through shared learning and games 

• Support in the preparation, dispensing, and the clearing away of meals 

• Participate in community projects for children and young people through sporting, cultural, religious 

and social areas 

• Support of full-time employees at work 

 

Volunteer Requirements: 

• Ability and willingness to deal with children and young people 

• If possible, already have experience as a group leader, leisure companion 

• Good knowledge of English 

• Good physical and mental exercise capacity 

• Willingness to adapt to another culture, value systems and life condition 

• Willingness to accompany children during prayer and religious celebrations 

• Active participation in sporting, cultural, recreational and educational activities with the children and 

• their carers 

 

Ethos: 

Our character is specifically Roman Catholic, but we impose our faith on no-one. We celebrate our 

differences and diversity and rejoice in being workers in His vineyard here in Bridgton. Bottom line is: We 

trust in God, we trust in His Providence and we try to love as He desires all people to love one another, 

despite falling short of this again and again…. 

 

Costs 

Working at the Centre is free, but you do have to support yourself financially and pay rent wherever you 

stay. We have volunteer accommodation so please contact Anne French prior to your visit so that she can 

make the appropriate arrangements according to your needs.  You will need at least €£$450 per month 

for food and lodging and she will inform you of all your costs prior to your arrival and help you plan your 

stay. 

 

Requirements 

1. A brief Curriculum Vitae 

2. Police Clearance (must be emailed to us prior to your arrival or given in person upon your arrival. 

3. Letter of recommendation from a Priest (if you are Catholic) or leader from within your community. 

4. Please fill in the form on the contact page on https://annef2.wixsite.com/anniesvolhouse online. 

.   

About the Centre 

In response to the words of St. Luigi, we ‘... take care of the young the Lord has entrusted to you as the 

apple of His eye’, of those who ‘have no voice and those who are treated unjustly,’ that they ‘may know 

that they are heard, defended and helped’. 

 

St Luigi’s is the umbrella organisation for a number of programmes aimed at empowering children and 

youth and encompassing many aspects of care and pastoral work in our local community.  It was started 

in 2006 as a joint venture between the Fathers of the Congregation of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri and 

the Sister of Providence together with a group of dedicated lay co-workers in response to many social 

problems in our local community 

 

This community suffers bitterly under the scourge of poverty, unemployment, drug/alcohol addiction, high 

drop-out rate and dysfunctional family life.   

 

https://annef2.wixsite.com/anniesvolhouse
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Our project in Brief 

• House Betanië – a crèche for malnourished toddlers – run in partnership with the Bridgton Clinic 

• House Luigi – an aftercare facility for children 

• House Philip – our youth project 

• Kunsblikkie – our arts programme  

• and we have numerous garden projects and community outreach programmes 

 

Contact Details 

St. Luigi’s Centre 

Po Box 407 • Oudtshoorn • 6620 • Western Cape • South-Africa 

Tel: + 27 (0)44 279 4083 • Fax: + 27 (0)44 272 0822 

Email: stluigis@gmail.com 

 

Annie’s Volunteer House 

7 Mimosa Avenue • Oudtshoorn • 6625 • Western Cape • South Africa 

Mobile: +27 727979548 

Email: anniesvolhouse@gmail.com  

 

Bank 

First National Bank • Branch & Code – 210414 

Swift Code F I R N Z A J J • Account number 6204864121 

 

Status 

A Non Profit Organisation – Number: 075-721 

A Registered Public Benefit Organisation - Number: 930010048 

Established: 12 October 2004 

mailto:anniesvolhouse@gmail.com

